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Press release

19 October 2026
Rocks, beats and deep-time techno: MECHANIMAL brings Megalith show to Museum of Natural History

· Interactive installation: 24 October – 31 October, 10:30-16:30
· Live performance: 30 & 31 October, 19:30
· Museum of Natural History, University of Oxford, Parks Road

This October, the raw materials shaping our future take centre stage at the Museum of Natural History, University of Oxford, as award-winning creative company MECHANIMAL brings its dramatic Megalith show of immersive art and live performance to the venue. To accompany the Museum’s current exhibition, 34: The Critical Raw Materials Shaping Our Future (oumnh.ox.ac.uk/34), Megalith uses performance, sound, light, and play to tackle some of the exhibition’s central questions around mining and the use of critical materials.
Rocks. Beats. Geological bodies. Stone circles. Copper mining. On the evenings of 30 and 31 October, the atmospheric setting of the Museum at night will provide backdrop to a loud, lyrical and wildly physical performance by MECHANIMAL’s Tom Bailey and sound artist Xavier Velastin. The show pitches together deep-time techno, metamorphic soundscapes and the Internet of Things. Neolithic flint tools meet stones and laptops in a journey from the origins of mining to its 21st-century challenges, accompanied by projection design from award-winning Limbic Cinema.
The programme is presented by the Schwarzman Centre and MECHANIMAL in collaboration with the Museum of Natural History, and includes an interactive installation running from 24 to 31 October. Inside the Megalith installation, visitors will have a hands-on encounter with rocks, mining and immersive technology. They will extract stone with antlers like a Neolithic miner, listen to underground soundscapes, and move “magic stones” around a giant stone circle as light dances and flows in response.
The Megalith installation was developed in collaboration with researchers at the Department of Earth Sciences, University of Oxford. It explores the uses of copper, cobalt, lithium, and tin, asks where the materials needed for batteries and renewable technologies come from, and what a sustainable future for their use might look like.
These themes are examined more deeply in the Museum’s 34 exhibition, which presents the raw materials essential to modern life and the challenges involved in equitably and sustainably meeting the rapidly growing demand for them. As the transition to renewable energy and electric transport increases the need for materials including lithium and cobalt, decisions about their extraction, recycling, product design and consumption will have long-lasting consequences.
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Megalith performance. Image copyright Tiu Makkonen
Janet Stott, Head of Public Engagement at the Museum of Natural History says:
“We’re delighted to host Megalith at the Museum of Natural History as part of our 34 exhibition programme. The immersive format gives audiences a completely different, creative way of engaging with questions at the heart of 34; the connections between our dependence on Earth materials, the energy transition and the choices we face about extraction and consumption. The Museum is excited to bring artists, researchers and audiences together to explore these questions.”  
Tom Bailey, Creative Director of MECHANIMAL, says:
“We're super excited to bring the Megalith installation and performance to life. At a time when global narratives around energy, climate and resources seem to spiral out of control, we hope that Megalith offers a deep time, tactile and even fun perspective on these massive issues.”
**
The Megalith installation is free and runs during the Museum’s opening hours of 10am–5pm daily. Sessions are available throughout the day. Visitors should head to the Welcome Desk on arrival to check timings and reserve a free place.
The Megalith performance takes place in the Museum’s South Court on Friday 30 and Saturday 31 October, 19:30–22:00. Tickets cost £12 / £10 concessions and advance booking is essential (oumnh.ox.ac.uk/events). The performance is suitable for adults and young people aged 12+; under-18s must be accompanied by an adult. It may contain loud noises, flashing lights and occasional explicit language. 
34: the materials shaping our future is open at the Museum of Natural History until 13 April 2027. It is free to visit and open during the Museum’s opening hours.
ENDS

NOTES FOR EDITORS
For further information please contact:
Scott Billings
communications@oum.ox.ac.uk
Images:
Images for use by the media can be downloaded here: 

About the Museum of Natural History, University of Oxford
The Museum of Natural History, University Oxford was established in 1860 to draw together scientific studies from across the University of Oxford. It holds an internationally significant collection of natural history specimens and archives in a stunning example of neo-Gothic architecture. Highlights in the collections include the world's first scientifically described dinosaur – Megalosaurus bucklandii – and the world-famous Oxford Dodo, the only soft tissue remains of the extinct dodo.
As part of the University of Oxford's Gardens, Libraries and Museums, the award-winning Museum continues to be a place of scientific research, collecting and fieldwork, and plays host to a programme of events, exhibitions and activities for the public and school students of all ages.

About MECHANIMAL
MECHANIMAL is a multi-award-winning creative company based in Bristol, presenting live performance and immersive experiences that explore life on a changing planet. Led by creative director Tom Bailey, the company tours work across the UK and internationally. 
Megalith is presented by the Schwarzman Centre and MECHANIMAL, in collaboration with Oxford University Museum of Natural History. The project has been supported by Arts Council England, Innovate UK, FAMOS, Professor Jon Blundy and the Oxford Cultural Programme. 

About the Stephen A. Schwarzman Centre for the Humanities, University of Oxford
The Stephen A. Schwarzman Centre for the Humanities is a major new world-class centre for the arts and humanities. Designed by Hopkins Architects, it has been developed by the University of Oxford with the support of the largest single gift in modern times made to the University from Philanthropist and businessman Stephen A. Schwarzman.
The state-of-the-art spaces co-locate seven of Oxford University’s internationally recognised Humanities faculties, along with the Institute for Ethics in AI, the Oxford Internet Institute and the new Bodleian Humanities Library. The public performance spaces, including the 500-seat Sohmen Concert Hall, a 250-seat theatre, a black box performance space, a white box gallery, launched in April 2026 with the public cultural programme and are open to all. The Centre provides a unique mix of academic teaching facilities for Oxford students and staff with research and performance spaces, bringing leading figures from different disciplines together to demonstrate the power of the humanities to tackle the major challenges facing society today. For more information, visit: schwarzmancentre.ox.ac.uk
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